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best he was Indifferent about their plan, and sceptical of
Elizabeth consenting.

Soon Elizabeth had wind of it. Very wisely she gave Norfolk
ample chance to make a clean breast of the business. Calling him
to her one dayj, she asked what news was abroad. None that he
heard of, answered Norfolk. cNo?' she said. sYou come from
London and can tell me no news of a marriage? * Leaning on the
hoEow Leicester, and afraid to take Cecil's advice and confess,
he let time pass in compromising silence. Then Elizabeth In-
vited him to dine at her table and at the end of the meal gave him
a nip, bidding him take good heed to his pillow. Three weeks
went by. He was still silent. She sent for him and asked if reports
were true. When he replied that she had heard the truth from
others, she answered that she had rather hear it from himself. It
was a fragment of the truth he told. She commanded him on his
allegiance to deal no further in the matter.

Courtiers now began to shun Norfolk, and he was left a prey
to changing emotions, fear, pride, anger. He had gone too far
with Mary to retire with honour, and unlike Leicester and some
of the others,, had played with treason and got himself involved
in the Catholic insurrectionary movement. Without asking per-
mission, he left the Court, then on progress, and retired to his
London house. Elizabeth sent, bidding him return. He an-
swered that he had an ague but would come in four days; instead,
he fled the same night to his estates In Norfolk. His action had
brought him to the fearful alternative that had been planned, of
revolt in company with the northern Catholics. Mary and her
friends urged him to be valiant; the Spanish ambassador, to
whom it seemed that God was opening a wide door to the great
good of Christendom, believed that pusillanimity alone could
ruin him. Norfolk tried to get a messenger over to Alva, only to
find the ports closed; and Instead of the gentry of his county
flocking to him, the Papists alone came, while loyal Protestants
took precautions even before a letter arrived from Elizabeth
telling them to do so. As for Mary, about a fortnight before, two
dependable lords had been joined with the pliant Shrewsbury to
keep her safe. Elizabeth was intensely awake. She commanded*